
36 | ExpatriatE LifEstyLE MAY 2010

COVEr stOry//BaNGsar is BaCK

BANGSARIS BACK!
Did Bangsar ever leave? No, of course not … she just shed her crazy teenage years of the             late‘90s to reveal a fresh, confident and sophisticated self. and this awakening is keenly 
felt throughout her well-heeled streets, opening new doors, nurturing young shoots and brin          ging a fresh new attitude to Bangsar
From left to right; Geoff Siddle of Sid’s Pub; Tan Joon Kai of Eng Lian; Pauline Liu of House+Co; Tom Sarginson of City Golf; Dato’ Nancy Yeoh of STYLO and RAPR;                      Datin Sri Bettina Khan of BRDB; Sakinah Kosem of INTENT Fashion; Dan Thompson of twentyone; Jit Murad, playwright; Pat Wong of Rocky Restaurant; Mei 
Li Tan of Bluefire Sdn. (Front row, from left to right) Snow Ng of Valentine Willie Fine Art; Ekachai Urairat of Bluefire Sdn (top) Edward Hyde of Gastro-dome (bottom). 



MAY 2010 ExpatriatE LifEstyLE | 37

BANGSARIS BACK!
Did Bangsar ever leave? No, of course not … she just shed her crazy teenage years of the             late‘90s to reveal a fresh, confident and sophisticated self. and this awakening is keenly 
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IT IS HARD TO IMAGINE BANGSAR 
started life as an unassuming patch of 
jungle and rubber trees, a desolate part 
of KL that was fit only for agriculture. 
But that was before it was groomed and 
brought to the city’s consciousness as 
arguably KL’s hippest and most happening 
neighbourhood. Some claim Bangsar was 
KL in the ‘90s, synonymous with good 
eating and upscale restaurants, luxury 
properties and parties that carried on late 
into the night. A climax of bars and pubs 
reached a critical mass along the Telawis 
in the early part of the new millennium 
causing many to question the liveability 
of the neighbourhood as fights and noise 
replaced chic living. “It was pretty bad. 
There was a time when the DBKL police 
trucks would just roll up and take scores of 
rowdy people away, it wasn’t good for those 
living here,” says one of Bangsar’s older 
residents, from a family heavily invested in 
Bangsar Baru (and who wished to remain 
anonymous). Then The Actors Studio 
closed last year and Bangsar Shopping 
Centre went into hibernation under a 
renovation making all wonder if the fire of 
Bangsar’s debutante days had fizzled out, 
and the spotlight shifted to the new area of 
Changkat. 

But for anyone willing to take notice 
of recent developments, Bangsar is back 
on the radar and she has plenty of junk 

in her trunk too: chic boutiques, funky 
bars and restaurants, lush condos and an 
emerging pop culture scene, all grounded 
on a solid sense of community. How do the 
pioneering hands behind Bangsar’s revival 
explain this? Perhaps, it is just a hop, skip 
and a large jump.

Datin Sri Bettina Khan is no stranger to 
Bukit Bandaraya, the hill on which Bangsar 
Shopping Centre, BSC, was built. They 
practically grew up together; a series of 
uncanny liaisons in which she witnessed 
the former rubber estate evolve into a 
cutting edge shopping emporium. She is 
now the executive director of Bandar Raya 
Developments Berhad (BRDB), BSC’s 
creator and managers. 

As a young child growing up in the 
early ‘70s the former news presenter and 
model says rubber trees still lined Jalan 
Damansara and Jalan Bangsar; roads that 
run to the north and south of Bangsar’s 
boundaries. “There was just one housing 
development, which consisted of a couple 
of rows of link houses in the Bangsar Park 
area. There were no street lamps, which 
made it really scary to drive along Jalan 
Bangsar at night. Sleepy is not even the 
right word. If you blinked on Jalan Bangsar 
and reached the National Museum you 
would have missed Bangsar.”

The rubber estate—built around 1906 
under British rule—was cleared, leaving 
only a name behind, ‘Bungsar’ Estate; 
derived from founding members, Edouard 
Bunge and Alfred Grisar. 

A wholly different scene greeted Datin 
Khan when she next visited in 1986.  On a 
photoshoot “in a nearby undeveloped area” 
for Bangsar’s New Straits Times newspaper, 
she remembers “wearing these 3-inch heels, 
climbing up this earthy barren site, which 
if I’m not mistaken is where BSC stands 
now,” she says with a mischievous laugh. 
She later returned to the spot to report on 
“the growing number of condominiums in 
Bangsar”, her first assignment for television 
channel TV3. 

BSC emerged in an era of rising 

consumerism, fuelled by the availability 
of easy-credit. This coincided with the 
‘knowledge economy’, which the alluring 
44-year-old explains was the result of, 
“people going away overseas and coming 
back around the early ‘90s armed with 
MBAs and exposure to life in UK and 
America … Bangsar attracted many 
entrepreneurs; BSC was the place they 
took their risks.” People flocked to Bangsar, 
which gradually became more affluent, she 
adds.    

FitFor2
Lot 3F-1B, 3rd Floor, BVII
Tel: 03–2287 5001
www.fitfor2.com.my
A place where pregnant ladies and new 
parents can find suitable exercise classes 
and child-friendly healthy food, the best of 
its kind in Bangsar. 

Gymboree
F2B, 1st Floor, BVI
Tel: 03–2284 5602
A tumble tots centre imported from 
America, offering classes from a few months 
old to older toddlers in a brightly coloured 
room full of playthings. 

KizSports 
Lot 3F-1A, 3rd Floor, BVII
Tel: 03–2284 6313 
Another very popular technicoloured 
playdream for children, across from FitFor2. 

Jungle Gym 
4th Floor, BSC
Tel: 03–2282 2643
A place where children can be themselves 
inside a jungle adventure playland. Hugely 
popular with kids and parents who can 
easily scramble in ball pits, climb slopes, 
swing on ropes and slide down slides to 
‘help’ their kids. Look out for the excellent 
café and indoor roller skating next door. 

Mothercare
Level 2, BSC, 
Tel: 03–2287 7563
www.mothercare.com.my
An essential outlet for parents of babies and 
toddlers, offering the widest range of baby/
toddler equipment in Malaysia. 

Editor’s 
Choice 
5 family 
friendly 
places

Nicola Pirie, 
Bangsar’s 
party girl
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JALAN TELAWI
POSKOD 59100 KUALA LUMPUR

PEOPLE fLOCKED TO BANGSAR, wHICH GRADUALLy 
BECAME MORE AffLUENT

Top left; Bangsar Peak, 
one example of the 
vigour of development 
gripping the baru Top 
right; El Méson, a new 
dining haunt that’s 
causing a stir Middle 
left; luxury and money 
have always been one 
of Bangsar’s calling 
cards Middle right; 
Seksan Design’s funky 
art gallery Bottom; The 
Telawis are spawning 
a serious boutique 
culture
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But BSC was the new kid on the 
block; its older sister Bangsar Baru, was 
already thundering her industrious way 
forward. 35 years ago, family-run Eng 
Lian Enterprise Sdn Bhd snapped up 
one of five pieces of land tendered by the 
government in the Bangsar area. That piece 
was Bangsar Baru. Joon Kai Tan, Head of 
Property Management for the Eng Lian 
family, says: “This purchase was based 
following confirmation from Eng Lian’s 
architect director that its terrain was good.” 
By good, they perhaps meant drainage, 
clarifies the engaging 37-year-old.  “A 
20-year plan was then approved to develop 
the land—consisting of 150 acres—into 
a self-sustaining neighbourhood, which 
would ensure all residential areas, such as 
the Jalan Teraseks and Telawis, would have 

easy access to the commercial area, here, 
where the new Bangsar Villages I and II are 
today.” Over a thousand link houses were 
built and a thriving business community 
evolved.

“But the major catalyst that opened 
up Bangsar was the road that connected 
Jalan Damansara to Jalan Bangsar, in 
the South,” says Tan. “It (Jalan Maarof) 
became the main artery for access between 
KL and the western suburbs, and really 
opened Bangsar up; made it the centre of 
everywhere.”

Its construction, more than 20 years 
ago, involved punching through hard 
granite rock using heavy drilling equipment 
and explosive devices. “you can still 
see the channel made 

through Bukit Bandaraya—just down from 
BSC—with huge boulders on either side, 
one of which Sri Penaga sits upon.”  

where BSC became a convenient 
neighbourhood mall catering to the affluent 
middle classes, Bangsar Baru, became 
a proper neighbourhood with “a strong 
community spirit” says the Baru’s matriarch 
Pat wong.  fondly known as Auntie Pat, 
she and her sister, Maggie Ee, have run 
family owned Rocky Restaurant on Jalan 
Telawi 5 since 1974. That all roads lead to 
Auntie Pat is clear: she has been the eyes 
and ears of Bangsar Baru since it was “a 
sleepy hollow … when their restaurant 
backed onto rows of rubber trees and 
chirruping birds”. Several mornings a week, 
Auntie Pat’s parents, now in their mid-80s, 
pop into the restaurant to catch up on the 

BANGSAR IS BACK ON THE RADAR AND SHE HAS 
PLENTy Of JUNK IN HER TRUNK TOO

JALAN MAAROF
POSKOD 59000 KUALA LUMPUR

This page; Zinc’s 
stunning new space 
right; Eric Choong 
is creating buzz in 
Bangsar bottom 
right; BSC’s fresh 
look is wowing the 
city
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Baru’s gossip, proving both their affinity 
for the locale and the hub that Rocky 
Restaurant has become.
       British expatriate, Edward Hyde, 
one of Bangsar Baru’s f&B gurus, says: 
“It has grown organically over the past 30 
years into a diverse community of lawyers, 
dentists, bankers, doctors, retail, f&B, food 
and hardware store owners.” Hyde, owner 
of La Bodega, Espressamente illy, Ozmosis 
Health & Day Spa and, up until recently, 
the famous Telawi Street Bistro and now 
The Press Room in BSC, cut his teeth on 
the streets of the Baru when he moved to 
Kuala Lumpur in 1997.

“Bangsar Baru has been constantly 
evolving, and has lived through many 
different phases. when I managed the 
Italian restaurant Grappa from late ‘97 
to 2005, it was the place to party, KL’s 
entertainment hub. Every night was a street 
party, and you’d see Porsche after ferrari 
after Lamborghini driving down bar-lined 
Telawi 3, which had a good mixture of café 
society and fine dining,” says Hyde. 

BANGSAR IS BACK

•	 Our	full	array	of	PADI	diving	courses	-	from	Discover	Scuba	all	the	way	to	the	prestigious	Master	Scuba	Diver	rating.		
LEARN	TO	DIVE	TODAY!

•	 Our	comprehensive	range	of	quality	dive	equipment	from	Aqua	Lung	and	Frog.		
Get	yourself	geared	up!

•	 Our	exciting	selection	of	dive	trips	-	in	Malaysia	and	hot	spots	around	South-East	Asia.	
JOIN	US	FOR	SOME	UNDERWATER	FUN!

Planet	Scuba	Sdn	Bhd.	
No 2A, Jalan Telawi 5, Bangsar Baru, 59100, Kuala Lumpur | Tel: +603 2287 2822 | Fax: +603 2287 6922 | Email: info@planetscuba.com.my | Web: http://www.planetscuba.com.my/

Visit Us NOW & Talk To Us:

FUN! THE JOIN 

“Having just left London I would 
liken Bangsar Baru to a mini Soho; it was 
what gave me the confidence to set up 
La Bodega. It was a bit of a gamble, being 
one street away on Telawi 2, what with all 
action being on Telawi 3; but it paid off,” 
he grins.

Ronnie Quay, president of Bangsar 
Baru’s Business Council for 14 years and 
owner of the Baru’s legendary The RonnieQ 
Pub, speaks fondly of the heydays. “It was 
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at its best in the mid-‘90s, which possibly 
culminated in the Bangsar Carnival, 
hosted in conjunction with the first ever 
Commonwealth Games held in Malaysia in 
1998. That was also the period when prices 
of properties in Bangsar, both residential 
and commercial, soared …” 

BUT THE PARTy wAS NOT TO LAST. 
Hyde describes the dying years of the 
heady Telawi-party scene as ‘sleazy’. The 
fly-by-night bar operators who moved in 
on the back of the Bangsar success barely 
lasted more than a year, says Hyde. All the 
tacky bars and clubs moved out by 2005, 
which was helped along by “City Hall’s 
decision to bring forward the bar licensing 
hours from 3am to 2am,” says Joon Kai 
Tan of Eng Lian. Hyde believes this led 
to, “a regeneration, in which we still have 
the institutions like Alexis, La Bodega, The 
RonnieQ Pub, and Planter Jim’s, but also 
some newcomers: a very nice collection of 
cutting edge boutiques.”  

“The f&B outlets are much classier 
now, catering to a more discerning 
clientele,” adds Tan.

After a period of deep inward reflection, 
Bangsar Baru’s doors have opened wide 

THE UPPER STREETS Of TELAwI 2 AND 3 HAVE BECOME A 
SPAwNING GROUND fOR yOUNG fASHION DESIGNERS

Top Left; Moca 
boutique Top 
Right; Tong Chee 
Wei Bottom left; 
Sometime boutique 
offers colour and 
pizzazz
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to embrace the likes of Jalan Telawi’s 
for fresh People, a funky right-on café 
that runs art classes and book groups. 
The upper streets of Telawi 2 and 3 have 
become a spawning ground for young 
fashion designers like Musse Boutique, 
Sometime, Purpledotz, Baci, Mooie, and 
more. Their cute boutiques are visited 
by college students to fashionistas alike. 
Designer heavyweight Eric Choong may 
well have kicked this off by moving his 
20-year-old haute couture label from Bukit 
Bintang to Bangsar Baru in 2005. The 
Hong Kong trained dress designer—whose 
creations have graced catwalks here and 
abroad—says: “I moved my shop here 
because it reminds me of Hong Kong’s Lan 
Kwai fong; unique, trendy and full of 
culture.”

 Or did PR queen Datuk Nancy 
yeoh spark the boutique movement? 
She’s hardly drawn a breath since 
April’s STyLO fashion week where 
Malaysia’s leading designers flaunted 
their collections. The STyLO president 
is feverishly working on her new project, 
the STyLO Academy, a finishing school 
featuring the internationally renowned John 
Robert Powers’ Programme; its doors open 
shortly in the baru.

The arrival of Bangsar Villages I and 
II in the last six years has really injected 
life into the area. “BVI is more functional, 
serving the ‘needs’ of the neighbourhood—
like Village Grocer—but BVII is more 
about lifestyle, providing affordable luxury 
brands to the community,” says Tan. There 
are more plans in the pipeline too, he 
winks.

Glamourous BVII has certainly started 
a feeding frenzy in the neighbouring Telawi 
streets. Last November saw the bullfighting 
motif of El Méson come careering through 
with its fiesta of Spanish delights, to sit 
and bask in the refinery of her shadow. Its 
owners, smooth operator Ekachai Urairat 
and his engaging statuesque wife, Mei Li 
Tan, already own several longstanding and 
highly successful bars and restaurants on 

the Telawis that include Planter Jim’s, T 
Club, and The Social opposite BVII which 
opened in 1999. for them, “Bangsar never 
really went away,” says Mei Li; they are 
always looking to expand. The lot next door 
to The Social where El Méson now stands 
was bought to prevent another operator—
good or bad—taking it, explains Urairat: 
“either way it would be bad for business.”

Chawan, snapped up another coveted 
spot across the road from BVII two years 
ago, as did PappaRich in the past few 
months. 

More parking and valet at BVII has 
eased life for these restaurants, and 

according to Urairat the problem of snatch 
theft has died down.

Not to be outdone by big sister strutting 
her stuff on the Baru, Bangsar Shopping 
Complex has certainly put the ‘bang’ 
back in her Bangsar. A phrase cleverly 
concocted by one of its newest arrivals, Dan 
Thompson, a slick, fast-
talking 37-year-old 
Londoner with a 
gift for savvy bar 
management.

On the 
terrace of 
his new bar, 

BANGSAR NEVER wENT AwAy. THEy ARE 
ALwAyS LOOKING TO ExPAND

Top; The Press 
Room is causing a 
stir in the Bangsar 
dining scene 
Bottom; O Gourmet 
is becoming a 
place for discerning 
foodies
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twentyone tables+terrace, Thompson 
enjoys a glass of dry white, a cool evening 
breeze and the glitzy lights of the Twin 
Towers in the distance. It opened last 
November in the revamped BSC and is the 
second bar twentyone operated by him and 
his burly business partner, New Zealander 
Richard Holland. The first, twentyone  
kitchen+bar, is on Changkat Bukit Bintang. 
Seeing BSC’s potential—parading in its 
new techni-coloured dreamcoat—they 
snapped up the old Mr Ho’s prime location 
to install their lounge-club bar. Trust 
a Cockney to spy a good opportunity; 
twentyone and wIP downstairs are the only 
late night drinking holes in BSC. 

Of his clientele, Thompson says they 
“are a lot more local than in Changkat, 
which has a mixture of foreigners, tourists 
and a younger crowd. Here, there is a 
surprising lack of expats. we thought 
that it would have a much heavier expat 
base. It’s a lot more local and we are very, 

very surprised about that. I think this is 
because the locals want to stay in the 
neighbourhood, whereas the expats living 
here tend to have younger families and 
don’t party so much at night, and if they did 
want to go out, they would really go ‘out-out’ 
like to downtown.” 

Bangsar resident and aficionado, Nicola 
Pirie has lived in KL for five years with 
her husband and two young children. The 
Scottish glamour puss enjoys a healthy 
social life, and remains firmly in the “did 
Bangsar ever leave?” camp. She says the 
nightlife has moved from Telawi to BSC. 
“I love wIP … and if you go there in the 
evening it is absolutely buzzing, but it’s 
changed as it seems to be more family 
orientated now and less singles and 
couples.” 

THEN THERE IS THE PRESS ROOM, 
inspired by the Anglo-french restaurants 
Edward Hyde managed for the Harvey 

Bangsar Shopping Centre 
285 Jalan Maarof,Bukit Bandaraya
Tel: 03–2094 7700 
www.bsc.com.my 
A cutting edge lifestyle emporium serving 
functional, eating out and lifestyle needs. 

Bangsar Village I & II
No.1 & 2 Jalan Telawi Satu, Bangsar Baru
Tel: 03–2282 1808; BVII 03–2288 1200
www.bangsarvillage.com 
BV1 caters to functional needs and kids, 
while glamorous BVII is more about lifestyle 
offering affordable luxury brands.

Eric Choong of Wedding Treasures
61-1& 63-1 Jalan Telawi 3,Bangsar Baru
Tel: 03–2283 2113/6818
www.ericchoong.com
Internationally renowned wedding dress 
and evening gown designer.

INTENT Fashion
176 Jalan Maarof,Bukit Bandaraya
Tel: 03–2093 0940 / 012–389 9940
The deceptive simplicity in the cuts of 
Sakineh Kosem’s cocktail and evening 
dresses are attributed to her work with the 
fashion houses of Paris.

Musse Boutique
16-1 Jalan Telawi 3,Bangsar Baru
Tel: 03–2287 6769
www.mussestyle.com 
Chic must-visit boutique offering quality in-
house designs at affordable prices. JALAN ARAPOSKOD 59100 KUALA LUMPUR

BANGSAR NEVER wENT AwAy. THEy ARE 
ALwAyS LOOKING TO ExPAND

Editor’s 
Choice 

5 shopping 
destinations
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Nichols Group in London. “My wife, 
Sylvie, and I had the idea of doing a ‘press 
club-type restaurant’ ages ago. we liked 
the idea of a link between a restaurant and 
a place where journalists can hang out … 
and finally we had opportunity to use the 
name. It has a double meaning too: the 
Press Room’s logo is a wine press.” He also 
owns the restaurant next door, La Bodega; 
Spanish for winery. That Hyde likes his 
wine is clear; a far cry from his cider-
drinking home-county of Somerset.

Of BSC he says, “it has been 
completely transformed from a convenient 
neighbourhood shopping centre to a really 
cutting-edge lifestyle emporium.”  

No surprise then that goldenboy, Tom 
Sarginson, and partner, fellow Englishman 
Steve Ebsworth, chose BSC to launch 
City Golf in 2008. “Bangsar is the number 
one lifestyle centre in KL. KLCC has 

better shops, but nowhere has 
what BSC has, all 

the big f&B outlets ... The lot where the 
bowling alley used to be had been vacant 
for a while; we got a great deal on the rent.” 
Ebsworth and the industrious 30-year-
old have cornered the market in KL for 
indoor golf. His ingenious combination 
of American ‘full Swing Golf ’ simulators 
and funky fourth floor interiors have 
broken through the elitist-cloud enveloping 
golf here in Asia. On any given day, avid 
golfers ranging from children to corporate 
functions fill the centre. The plans don’t 
stop there either; Singapore is next.

But, it is the locals who are really 
instrumental in keeping BSC tick says 
Datin Khan, like home-grown Pauline 
Liu of House+Co. “She evolved from a 
tiny shop on Telawi 2 called the ‘House 
Shop’ set up 15-years-ago. I remember 
she used to import these beautiful linens 
in lovely packaging. Look at her now …” 
she enthuses. Liu’s shop has moved twice 
during BSC’s renovations but she says: “It 

has been worth all the effort.” 
There is more to come too: BSC’s Chi 

fitness centre opens shortly, says Datin 
Khan. In addition, her company, BRDB, 
plans to move its headquarters back to the 
new offices behind BSC; close to where 
they were located years ago.

 
AfICIONADOS Of EVER POPULAR-
Spanish tapas restaurant Cava, Italian 
heavyweight Opus Bistro and Leonardo’s 
Dining Room & wine Loft, on quiet, 
suburban Jalan Bangkung, might be 
forgiven for asking: what about us?

If BSC and her older sister Bangsar 
Baru are undergoing a kind of metamorphic 
transformation, where does Bangkung 
stand? Location-wise, she sits in between 
BSC and the Baru; the middle child—at 
risk perhaps of suffering that awful middle 
child syndrome parents bemoan … Age-
wise she’s the baby, its first restaurant, 
Opus Bistro, having opened in 2002.

Top Left; Peter Yew Bottom Left; Recreation abounds as City Golf and a slew of other possibilities like House+Co and Dome at BSC beckon 
This page; Hong Kong’s Juice lands in Bangsar Middle; H5’s mascot (standing)

JALAN ARAPOSKOD 59100 KUALA LUMPUR
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ON THE SUBJECT Of PROPERTy 
“Bangsar Baru and Bukit Bandaraya are 
two of the most sought after places in KL,” 
says Alex wong of CBD Properties, who 
has covered residential sales and purchase 
transactions in the Bangsar area for the past 
five years.  “In Bangsar, you’re pretty sure 
that the price will go up, as has been the 
trend over the past 30 years.” 

“Every house-owner in Bangsar is more 
or less a millionaire, since their houses are 
worth on average RM1 million and above. 
So, Bangsar has the highest concentration 
of millionaires than anywhere else in 

who knows the answer? It doesn’t 
really matter for she too is packing her 
punch loud and clear. Peter yew, general 
manager and face of the eight business 
professionals behind the Bangkung 
restaurants, describes the ambitious plans 
underway for rejuvenating their patch of 
Bangsar. These include the re-launching 
of Cava as a more ‘casual’ tapas and 
sangria bar with extended opening times; a 
doubling in size of Opus Bistro; the opening 
of a fine vegetarian restaurant planned for 
June; and a re-branding of the terrace on 
which the restaurants are located to include 
a valet and landscaping. 

“The people who come here are not on 
a rushed schedule … they don’t want the 
hustle and bustle of crowds and parking but 
are after good food in a comfortable and 
private setting,” says yew. Their new tagline 
is, “far from the Maddening Crowd.” 
Clearly, Jalan Bangkung is not a place for 
restaurant-goers wanting ‘to see or be seen’.  

Many of Jalan Bangkung’s customers 
walk to its restaurants from the immediate 
locale; densely populated by houses and 
condominiums. 
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BANGSAR HAS THE HIGHEST CONCENTRATION 
Of MILLIONAIRES IN MALAySIA

Bangsar Loft
Jalan Ara
www.propwall.my
Opened 2008. Unique 16 unit condo 
offering good views of KLCC. 

Bangsar Peak
Jalan Medang Serai
www.propwall.my
Opened June 2009. Luxurious 
39 unit condo offering top views 
of KLCC skyline. 

One Menerung
www.onemenerung.com.my
Opened June 2009. Popular 229 
unit condo with full amenities 
situated behind BSC. 

Suasana Bangsar 
www.suasanabangsar.com.my
A 26-storey tower rising above the 
surrounding landscape, Suasana 
Bangsar condominium will be one 
of the more tony living spaces
when it opens this year.

Zehn Bukit Pantai
Jalan Bukit Pantai
www.zehn.com.my
Opened late 2009. Located next 
to Pantai Hospital offering 
thoughtfully-designed 
condo units, complemented by 
lavish tropical landscaping. 

Editor’s 
Choice 

5 condos

Is Bangsar Back For Bangsar One?  F&B tenants at Bangsar One are seeking legal recourse for their right to continue trading but under a 
commercial licence, as opposed to their current residential one. The seven restaurants have enjoyed five years of flourishing trade, offering 
fine dining to a discerning clientele of locals and expatriates alike along the leafy avenue of Jalan Ara. Will the weighty velvet red curtain fall 
come September? Or will they survive to be celebrated as another Bangsar is Back success story? 

Top; residential 
prices are set to 
rise as Bangsar’s 
comeback gathers 
speed Bottom left; 
One Menerung is 
offering the exciting 
possibility of living 
at the top of the 
heap as is Suasana 
Bangsar (right)

BANGSAR IS BACK
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A giant you might say, given it is sitting on 
eight acres of land behind BSC, which sets 
it “in a different league altogether.” 

Roomy and affordable accommodation 
are attracting people such as British 
expatriate Ben Smart, 29, who moved 
to Bangsar in 2008, away from his digs 
in party-world Changkat Bukit Bintang. 
“Bangsar is far more vibrant now than when 
I first arrived in 2007 … its people are very 
diverse—a good mix of expats and locals of 
all ages—and it is suburban; a bit greener 
up here,” he explains.   

THERE HAS ALwAyS BEEN A LIVELy 
art scene in Bangsar, Valentine willie 
fine Art, Richard Koh fine Art and Pelita 
Hati, to name but a few. The opening 
last December of Zinc Art Space was a 
welcome addition to the art space club of 
Bangsar. “It is something else … fresh, hip 
and anyone can go,” says up-and-coming 
pop culture artist I Ming Goh, who sees the 
beginnings of “an exciting art movement 
here in Bangsar.”

Just as its name implies, Zinc is not a 
gallery but a ‘space’; an urban New york-
styled area where pop artists, local and 
international, can exhibit their art. Hong 

Malaysia,” says wong. “A single storey link 
house on Jalan Teresak in Bangsar Baru 
bought for RM15,000 30-years-ago now 
sells for RM700,000,” he adds.

The same applies for commercial 
properties, says Cheng yi Ir of Cy Harta, 
which has been serving the Bangsar Baru 
area for the past 16 years. “A two storey 
shop-lot on Telawi 5 can fetch in excess 
of RM5 million. The buildings occupied 
by Telawi Street Bistro were also sold at 
record prices.” Its former owner, Edward 
Hyde, says, “The selling price is a bit of 
an indication of how things are picking up 
in Bangsar Baru.” Hyde remained tight-
lipped about the identity of the purchaser, 
confirming only that a private individual 
had bought the shop-lot as an investment.

It has gone ballistic on the 
condominium front too, confirms Lee 
Heck Han from Metroworld Realty, with 
five new condos opening in Bangsar in the 
past two years: One Menerung, Bangsar 
Peak, Bangsar Loft, Zehn Pantai and Ken 
Bangsar. Two more will complete later this 
year: Suasana Bangsar and Gaya Bangsar. 

“One Menurung is most popular 
because it has full condo facilities, three 
pools, gym, squash, tennis, etc,” says Han. 

Kong’s Michael Lau, founder of urban vinyl 
style in the designer toy movement, and 
British rock star photographer David Corio 
have already graced Zinc’s ‘space’.  

It’s tucked away in between Jalan 
Maarof and Jalan Bangsar and built on 
“ground zero” wasteland, says Joe foong, 
Bangsar businessman and co-founder 
of Zinc. His partner Tong Chee wei is 
the creative force behind Zinc. He says 
“It’s a voice for the growing pop culture 
movement happening around the world 
and also popping up here in KL.” Brushing 
his long black hair to one side, he explains 
how his rebellious side drew him to pop 
art: “Street culture, pop culture, graffiti art, 
colourful art, all comes from the creativity 
of the person when they are young … I 
think that it is about time that an art space 
gives these people a platform, because of 
the art galleries we see in KL, nine out of 
ten galleries here are all on Asian art, what 
the market wants. But we want to give a 
chance to young artists … who say to me 
‘I want to draw this, but what the market 
wants is something else.’”

Bangsar is an interesting location for 
Zinc, says 29-year-old Goh, who founded 
‘30-day-artists’—a grassroots collective of 

Pelita Hati 
317 Lorong Maarof
Tel: 013–254 3925 
www.pelita.com.my
One of the oldest running 
galleries in Malaysia with a 
star artist Raja Shahriman. 

Richard Koh Fine Art 
Lot 2F-3, Level 2, BVII

Tel: 03–2283 3677
www.rkfineart.com
Unassuming spacious gallery with 
a high concentration of emerging 
artists. 

Seksan Design landscape 
architecture&planning 
67 Tempinis Satu, Lucky Garden
Tel: 03–2282 4611
www.seksan.com
Doubles up as landscape 
architecture office and art gallery 
that hosts regular shows with the 
Arteri group www.arterimalaysia.
com.

A LOT Of yOUNG ARTISTS ARE NOw MEETING 
UP IN BANGSAR TO GO TO GALLERIES

JALAN BANGSARPOSKOD 59000 KUALA LUMPUR
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Valentine Willie Fine Arts

Valentine Willie Fine Arts
1st Floor, 7 Jalan Telawi 3, 
Bangsar Baru
Tel: 03–2284 2348
www.vwfa.net 
Pioneer consultancy for modern 
and contemporary Asian art. 
Established 1996. 

Zinc Art Space 
Lot 61, Jalan Maarof, 
Maarof Junction
Tel: 03–2282 5388
www.zinc.com.my
Newly opened Zinc combines 
urban coolness and pop culture 
aimed at young artists. 
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there’s nothing literal meant by the use of 
the adjective “pretty.”

“I saw this place had massive potential 
and the rental rates weren’t bad. It has a 
neighbourhood feel, flower shop next door 
and convenience store the other side, plus 
bakery,” says Siddle who is “here for the 
long term”. 

Meanwhile, the UOA Group, one of 
the leading property developers in Malaysia, 
is around four weeks away from opening 
‘Park Residence’, seven resort style condos; 
right on Siddle’s doorstep. 

Sid’s revenue is already up 50 per 
cent. A fact he attributes to the young 
professionals and families living in existing 
condos that walk past his door on the way 
down to the LRT station, Universiti Station, 
just 5 minutes walk away. Then, there are 
the customers making their way over from 
Bangsar Baru, too. Not to mention loyal 
fans prepared to travel in from KL and PJ.

with three pubs opened in three 
years, the fourth opening next month in 
Damansara Heights, the story of Siddle’s 
success has even reached the chilly shores 
of Great Britain. That’s where he headed 
this April to pick up The Telegraph’s Best of 
British Award for Best British Pub Abroad. 
Customers old and new nominated him 
and he received over 38 per cent of the 
global vote. “I am quite excited by it actually 
… especially as you’re looking at some 
quite big countries out there: Australia, the 
Americas, the whole of Europe.”  

Is Bangsar back for publicans like 
himself? “I think what you’ll see now is a 
more discerning crowd of drinkers who will 
decide who will stay open and who won’t. 
I think if you make an effort to keep your 
place a bit tidier and cleaner, people will 
make the effort to come to you, but I think 
if you are a rundown shabby pub, people 
won’t go. So a Bangsar resurgence? I think 
so, could be…” he says, knowing the answer 
all too well, guarding it almost before a new 
rush of immigrants come to the Baru when 
they hear the rumour of Bangsar being back 
is incontrovertibly true.

Aveda
Upper Ground Floor-20 BVII
Tel: 03–2284 6423
www.aveda.com  
Specialises in skin and haircare plant-based 
products and offers a range of facial and 
massage treatments at its outlets. 

 Everhealth
89 Jalan Ara
Tel: 03–2283 5988
www.everhealth.com.my
One stop health and relaxation centre 
established in 2004, offering a wide range 
of treatments from Tibetan traditonal 
treatments to ear candle therapy. 

Hammam
3rd Floor, BVII
Tel: 03–2282 2180
www.hammambaths.com
Offers a Moroccan version of a traditional 
Turkish Spa in an authentic atmosphere of 
terracotta tiles, peppermint tea and dimmed 
lighting. 

Ozmosis Health & 
Day Spa
Level 1, 14-16 Jalan 
Telawi 2, 
Bangsar Baru
Tel: 03–2287 0380
www.ozmosis.com.
my
One of the longest 
running health and 
day spas in Bangsar, 
it has succeeded in 
creating a pocket of 
serenity on the busy 
Telawis.

Yoga Dynamics 
10-2,  2nd Floor, Jalan Telawi 2
Tel: 03–2282 3493
www.yoga-dynamics.com
A multi-styled yoga training centre run by a 
New Yorker who is dedicated to providing 
high-quality classes by experienced 
teachers. 

artists from Malaysia and overseas who 
complete 40 canvas paintings in 30 days. 
“A lot of young artists are now meeting 
up in Bangsar to go to galleries. And I also 
noticed young journalists wanting to write 
about art, making art accessible.”  He feels 
art is not something you should hide away 
in the corner for the eyes of a few. “The art 
world is finally opening up in Malaysia to 
the younger generation, and Zinc represents 
this movement here in Bangsar,” he 
enthuses.

Zinc forms part of a terrace of new 
shops that include designer Italian kitchen 
shop, Joosk, and bistro, Gaya. Through 
plumes of cigar smoke, Joe foong says he 
plans to rebrand his fledgling design centre 
into ‘Maarof Junction’. A wise move, given 
the current ‘Lot 61’ address. 

IT wOULD BE RUDE NOT TO 
mention Sid’s Pub. Geoff Siddle has 
opened his biggest yet, just over a year 
ago, some distance south of Jalan Bangsar. 
Some, in fact many, would question if this 
is really Bangsar? well, it’s called ‘Bangsar 
South’ and that’s good enough for 42-year-
old savvy Siddle. He’s knows exactly what 
he is doing too—“sitting pretty”—and 
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Bangsar South is a new and 
prospering area

BANGSAR IS BACK


