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HOpE is NOt something you can buy. But 
that doesn’t stop it from being one of the 
greatest gifts to give, especially during 

the Christmas season—a time for giving and 
thoughtfulness. 

this is exactly what inspired a group 
of expatriate ladies to organise a Christmas 
fundraiser for afghan refugees living in KL. this 
new refugee community, whose numbers have 
grown to a little over 600 in the past two years, is 
only just starting to register on the radar of NGO 
support networks.

as with most refugee communities their 
needs are great. But raising funds for healthcare, 
as identified by sharuna Verghis, founder of 
Health Equity initiatives (HEi)—an NGO that 
has worked closely with the ampang-based 
refugees—proved an obvious choice. Many 

a hugely successful Christmas fundraiser for KL’s afghan 
refugees was held at spanish restaurant El Meson, Bangsar, 
on 9 December, bringing a little Christmas spirit to this 
marginalised community

Words Helen Hickey

community members suffer physical and mental 
ailments induced by high levels of stress; a 
complaint all too commonly shared by many 
refugees.

More than 100 ticket holders attended the 
sold-out event at El Meson, which was also one 
of 20 event sponsors that included many local 
businesses small to large: City Golf, Ozmosis, 
Westin Hotel KL, allison’s place, ambiance, 
Lightsongs photography, ria thomas, yogshakti, 
Lancome cosmetics, Liz Haig, Le Meridien hotel 
and Expatriate Lifestyle to mention a few. 

in between the spicy sounds of a salsa band, 
bites of free-flow tapas and sips of sangria, a 
raffle and auction was rolled out by Expatriate 
Lifestyle’s Matt Bellotti.

Close to rM15,000 was raised—an amount 
praised by sharuna Verghis given that this 

afghan 
 refugees

Do you care about refugees?

If the answer is yes 

then come and join us in our 

Christmas fundraiser...Proceeds go to several urgent medical operations needed 

by members of the Afghan community living in Kuala Lumpur 

and organised through Health Equity Initiatives.

Tickets on sale in the Deli, Alice Smith School 

from 15-19 November, otherwise contact: 

Susannah 014 338 3907 Helen 012 396 6049

Monica 012 277 2403 Andira  016 9122 783

WHEN: 730pm-1230pm Thursday 9 December 2010  WHERE: El Meson, 61 Jalan Telawi 3, Bangsar Baru, KL 59100 Tel: 03-2282-8290
TICKETS: RM100 includes free-flow Spanish tapas and glass of wine  MASTER OF CEREMONIES: Gerry Power  GUEST SPEAKER: Sharuna Verghis of HEI
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is a group for whom “it has been very hard 
to muster support from regular institutional 
donors.” proceeds will go towards medical care 
and operations needed by the community as 
assessed by HEi in conjunction with UNHCr.

the event organisers susannah McNeill, 
Helen Hickey, andira Cook and Monica Valiram 
would like to express their thanks again to the 
event sponsors and to all attendees. EL

If you are interested in helping the Afghan refugee 
community, or any other refugee community, contact 
HEI at sharunaverghis@yahoo.com or KL’s UNHCR 
(United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, KL 
Office—an organisation responsible for the management 
of close to 90,000 refugees registered as living in 
Malaysia) at www.unhcr.org.my


