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NOV 1 — A newly-erected watchtower, surveillance 
cameras, police units huddled in tight  discussion and more 
than a dozen manned NYPD vehicles parked in an orderly 
yet menacing line overlooking the northern boundary of 
occupied Zuccotti Park.

The scene caught me by surprise; NYPD occupying Occupy 
Wall Street?

Only two weeks earlier, there was but a handful of bemused 
police officers; some unable to resist a smile at the more 
flamboyant placard-waving occupiers. Two off-duty NYPD 
officers were even reported to have joined the movement.

I was due to meet Giles Clarke, 46, a British documentarian 
who, through his intriguing images and daily reports posted 
on Facebook, has captured the essence of not just Occupy 
Wall Street, but the sister movements in Washington, 
Boston, London and Berlin.

In Panini Cafe, on the park’s perimeter, he introduced me to 
Peter Harris, 40, an IT whiz and photojournalist from Boston. 
Together they have been covering Occupy Wall Street since 
it started on September 17.

Sporting a rugged crop of stubble and an “Occupy London 
Stock Exchange” T-shirt, Clarke explained: “You can’t put a 
finger on it until you come down to Liberty Plaza (Zuccotti 
Park). I saw my first march through Wall Street to Union 
Square on Day 2 of the movement and I was fascinated by 
it.”  

“It is the spark that America needed...,” Clarke enthused. He 
firmly believes we are witnessing history unfold. Given more 
than 43 per cent of Americans are supportive of the 

movement (according to a recent New York Times poll) and the ignition of anti-austerity occupations in more 
than 80 countries (from Occupy Antarctica to the recent Occupy Brighton, UK) I wouldn’t be at all surprised if 
he’s right.

And what did they think of the NYPD’s involvement to date?

Jalen Matney (right), 19, recently left his job at 
Disney World Orlando to participate in the Occupy  
Wall Street movement. He was arrested last week 
during a march and sports cuts around his wrists 
where the plastic cuffs had been fastened too 
tightly. 
— Picture by Helen Hickey



“Peter and I were privy to some terrible police behavior in the early days.” Day 3 was the worst. Harris, who 
had spent the night working on live streaming video coverage of all anti-austerity movements across the 
world (check out GlobalRevolution.TV), explained how police tried to remove tarps erected in the park to 
cover protestors’ personal effects from the rain, arguing they constituted an “illegal structure.”

“Protestors were shouting questions at the police who were in turn pulling on the tarps they were standing 
on, and then Captain Winski — commanding officer of the 1st precinct which covers the park — seemed to 
just lose it and grabbed the closest protestor to hand, a kid half his size, and smashed his head down on the 
ground,” Harris said. The boy had done nothing wrong. “All they were interested in was getting people into 
the back of the wagon,” Clarke added.

Zuccotti Park's battlefront of manned NYPD vehicles and security cameras complete with a four-metre high police 
watchtower erected on its north-west perimeter. – Picture by Helen Hickey

The seemingly provocative “strutting of police” during the otherwise peaceful Wall Street marches concerned 
Clarke too: it led to a pervading sense of “them and us”. A far cry from the camaraderie displayed between 
the police and protestors he noticed in London.

More restraint has been shown since — no doubt helped along by NYPD officer Anthony Bologna’s rap on 
the knuckles for his infamous pepper spray incident.

The police do walk an onerous line between keeping public order and allowing freedom of speech and 
peaceful assembly as enshrined in the First Amendment of the United States Constitution. But is finding the 
right balance that difficult?

Only days after our meeting, scenes from Oakland, California made international headlines.  

One of the protestors arrested by the NY police... such 
arrests have become increasingly frequent. – Picture by 
Giles Clarke



Tuesday’s police clashes with Occupy Oakland 
protestors resulted in more than 100 arrests and left a 
24-year old protestor with a fractured skull after being hit 
in the head by a police projectile. Scott Olsen, an Iraq 
war veteran, was participating in a march to demonstrate 
against the closure of the two Oakland camps.

Clarke called me Wednesday evening to advise that 
tensions in Liberty Plaza were “running high.” 
OccupyWall Street was planning a march at 9pm “in a 
show of solidarity with Oakland against ‘police brutality.’”

He was anxious for me to know that “the protestors’ 
intention is not to incite the police but to continue to 
peacefully occupy.” 

Harris and Clarke — who has lived in the States for 16 years (six in NYC) — are doing their best to avoid 
being arrested. More than 2,500 occupiers have been arrested across America since the movement’s 
inception.

Wrapped in tarps like burritos, protestors survived nights of heavy rain last week. The movement’s 
organisers New York City General Assembly handed out thermals and warm blankets in anticipation of the 
snow forecast for this past weekend. Nightly general assemblies plan more marches for Halloween and to 
Central Park on 11.11.11.

Clarke believes the NYPD will attempt to evacuate Occupy Wall Street — the nucleus of all global 
movements — but they won’t want the stink of another Oakland in NYC. There are rumours of attempts to 
change the bylaws governing the use of privately-owned Zuccotti Park which would jeopardise the 
occupation.

The police involvement is bound “to get worse” in the days ahead Harris suspects.

I learnt of his arrest Thursday morning, his camera and memory cards confiscated — handed to the FBI — 
pending a court appearance in December.

* The views expressed here are the personal opinion of the columnist.


